The power of words makes its impact on our lives daily ---through newspapers, magazines, advertising, speeches, and essays. Providing students with the tools to recognize this power is a vital lifelong learning skill. Students have the opportunity to read essays and to hear/read speeches that demonstrate methods, which force a reader/listener to reflect on a particular topic, and to write for the purpose of persuasion and information. The unit culminates with students writing or presenting speeches and essays utilizing the techniques of parallelism, strong vocabulary, allusion, anecdotes, quotations, and grammatical clarity. The "Power of Words" unit provides students an insight into the emotion of a "Death of a Pig;" the necessity for moral right in "I Have a Dream;" the importance of patriotic nurturing in "Ask not what your country can do for you…" and the environmental protection of "The Marginal World."
1.
Teacher shows students a transparency with five different statements (see Appendix A) and has the students respond orally to the "emotions" the words impart. 2.
Teacher facilitates a brief (5 minutes) discussion of the power of words. 3.
Teacher then explains that for the next three weeks the students will read, listen, and examine powerful essays and speeches and will have the opportunity to create their own. 4.
An information sheet on the "Power of Words Portfolio" is given and explained to the students. (Appendix B) 5.
A transparency, which is a copy of Appendix C, provides students with key vocabulary pertaining to the first essay. 6.
Vocabulary words numbered 6 -10 are quickly explained before the reading begins. 7.
Students are provided a copy of E.B. White's "Death of a Pig," and the first three paragraphs are read orally. 8.
Students complete reading the essay silently or for homework. DAY TWO 9.
The topic "love" is written on a transparency, and students brainstorm (2 -3 minutes) words/phrases which pertain to the topic. 
